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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
TFH 99.03 PCT 


International application No. 
PCT/US00/G4357 



detailed below. 

Name{s) of the applicant(s) and S' ate(s) for which they are applicants: 

TFH PUBLICATIONS, INC. (for all designated States except US) 
AXELROD, Glen (all designated States) 
LEE, Walter (for US) 
international filing date : 22 February 2000 (22.02.00) 

Priority date,s) claimed : 22 February 1 999 (22.02.9y) 

11 March 1999(11.03.99) 
16 June 1999 (16.06.99) 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau 

List of designated Offices 



30 March 2000 (30.03.00) 
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Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 
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Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 




PC.T/lJS00/04357i 



Continuation of Form PCT/1B/3^ 
NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF RECORD COPY 



jDate of mailing (day/month/year) 
1 " 13 April 2000(13.04.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


r^Anniir^^nt**: nr Aaent's file reference 

1 TFH 99.03 PCT 


International application No. | 
PCT/USOO/04357 | 



ATTENTION u ^ ♦ 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between ™ data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 
In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 

I X| time limits for entry into the national phase 

I I confirmation of precautionary designations 

I X[ requirements regarding priority documents 

A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 



Form PCT/IB/301 (continuation sheet) (July 1998) 



003227492 



E}(|^FORM PCT/IB/301 



I 9mational application No. 
ANNE)^pFORM PCT/lB/301 PCT/USOO/04357 



— : — 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicafed'ih the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Cofyy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

The time lirnit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MGNTHS from the priority date or, for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken m a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enterthe national phase before each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



GRand ES became bound by PCT Chapter 11 on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1 996 and 6 September 1 997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request. It is important to check that these 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant. There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit. 



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the applicant must subnnit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months fron 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 1 6-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 



Form PCT/IB/301 (Annex) (July 1998) 



003227492 



^PATENT, COOPERATION TRft:Y . 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
TFH,99.03 PC 


™,^xt See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION l%y,^^^f^^^^ Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
22 FEBRUARY 2000 


Priority date {(Xayjmonmiycar) 
22 FEBRUARY 1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) 
IPC(7): A 01 K 1/00 and US CI.: U 


or national classification and IPC 
9/499 


Applicant 
TFH PUBLICATIONS. INC. 



This REPORT consists of a total of^ ^ sheets. 

■ 1 o^joM K.; AMMFXFS i e sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 o^^^dmmistrative Instructions under the PCI). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I Basis of the report 

II Q Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV Lack of unity of invention 

V Fxl Reasoned statement under Arttcle 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
' — * citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI I I Certain documents cited 

VII Certain defects in the international application 

VIII Certain observations on the intemational application 





Date of submission of the demand 
21 SEPTEMBER 2000 


Date of completion of this report 
26 JUNE 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of PatenU and Trademarks 
BoxPCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 j 
j Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 ^ 


Au;Kbrized officer ^^^\^ - ^ 
/\^THOUAS PRICE / 
telephone No. (703) 308-2694 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ftemational application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 



r— I the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-32 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



Sthe claims: 
33-36 

pages -^^ 

pages NONE 

pages N ONE 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



I x| the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-16 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



nn the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages _ NONE 

pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements mariced above were available or ftimished to this Authority in the language in which 
■ the international application uas filed unless othervvise mdicated imder this item 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authonty in the follov^ong language , _ wmcn 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 483(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed m the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 
I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
[ I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished vvritten sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished, 
n The staternent that the infonnation recorded in computer readable forni is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
^ — ' been furnished. 

4 [3 '^^^ amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

Q the description, pages NONE 

[U the claims, Nos. ^Q^E 

fx] the drawings, sheets/% NONE 

5. rn This report has been draun as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).* * 
* ReDlacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article % 
Tnmis l^por^^^^^^ and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 



and 70.17). ^ u- 

♦ Mnv replacement sheet containing such amendments mu st be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



uernational application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (H) 



Claims I-H 
Claims NONE 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims l-ll 



Claims NONE 



Claims l-H 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-11 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
collapsible/foldable structure which includes a pair of sidewalls each having an upper, middle and lower section pivotally 
attached to one another. 



NEW CITATIONS 



NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



The demand must be filed - directly 
• comp^^terit, iviti<the one chosen by the appi 

IPEA/ US , 




competent International Preliminary Examinin^j^, 

The full name or two-letter code of that Authority mayoe in 



jrity or. if two or more Authorities are 
Indicated by the applicant on the. line below: 



PCX 



CHAPTER II 



DEMAND 

under Article 3 1 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty:^ 



The undersigned requests that the international application speciiicu oeiuw uc ui^ ou^jv^^t 
international preliminary examination according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty and 
hereby elects all eligible States (except where otherwise mdicated). 



Identification of IPEA 



For International Preliminary Examining Authority use only 



Date of receipt of DEMAND 



Box No. I IDENTIFICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
22 Febaiary 2000 ( 22.02.00 ) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
TFH 99.03 POT 



(Earliest) Priority date (day/month/year) 
22 February 1999 ( 22.02.99 ) 



Title of invention 
Foldable/Ccllapslble Structures 



Box No. II APPLICANT(S) 



Name and address* (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
1 Name and address. f^^^.^^>^.^^ y,^ ^^^^^^^ include postal code and name of country.) 

I TFH Publications, Inc. 

One TFH Plaza. Third and Union Avenues 
I Neptune City, New Jersey 07753 

United States of America 



Telephone No.: 
732-988-8400 



Facsimile No.: 
732-988-5429 



Teleprinter No.: 



State (that is. country) of nationality: 
US 



State (that is, country) of residence: 
US 



Name and address: (Family name followed by given name, 
name of country.) 

AXELROD, Glen 

One TFH Plaza, Third and Union Avenues 
Neptune City. New Jersey 07753 
United States of Annerica 



; for a legal entity, full official designation. The address must include postal code and 



State (that is, country) of nationality: 
US 



State (that is, country) of residence: 
US 



Name and address; 



: (Fan,Hy name followed by given name: for a legal entUy. full official designation. The address mus, include postal code and 



name of country.) 



State (that is, country) of nationality: 



State (that is, country) of residence: 



[ I Further applicants are indicated on a continuation sheet. 
Form PCT/IPEA/401 (first sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



Legaistar 2000. Form PCTDEM See Notes to the demand form 








International application No. ~ 1 




Sheet No. 


PCT/USOO/04357 



Box No. in AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 



I The following person is C3 agent □ common representative 

I and Kl has been appointed earlier and represents the applicant(s) also for international preliminary examination. 

□ is hereby appointed and any earlier appointment of (an) agent(s) /common representative is hereby revoked. 

□ is hereby appointed, specifically for the procedure before the International Preliminary Examining Authority, in 
addition to the agent(sVcommon representative appointed earlier. _ 



Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation 
The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

GROSSMAN, Steven J. 

Hayes, Soloway, Hennessey,' Grossman & Hage 
175 Canal Street 

Manchester, New Hampshire 03101 
United States of America 



Telephone No.: 
603-668-1400 



Facsimile No.: 
603-668-8567 



Teleprinter No.: 



r— 1 Address for correspondence: Mark this check-box where no agent or common Representative is^^^^ appointed and 
□ Oie space a^ instead to indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent. 



Box No. IV BASIS FOR INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 



Statement concerning amendments:* 
I. The applicant wishes the international preliminary examination to start on the basis of: 
Kl the international application as originally filed 



the description 



the claims 



the drawings 



Kl 
O 

Kl 

□ 
□ 

[El 
□ 



as originally filed 

as amended under Article 34 

as originally filed 

as amended under Article 19 (together with any accompanying statement) 
as amended under Article 34 



as originally filed 
as amended under Article 34 
2. □ The applicant wishes any amendment to the claims under Article 19 to be considered as reversed. 
-x rn The applicant wishes the start of the international preliminary examination to be postponed until the expiration of 
^ 20 months from the priority date unless the International Preliminary Examing Authority receives a copy of any 
amendments made under Article 1 9 or a notice from the applicant that he does not wish to make such amendments 
(Rule69 1(d)) (This check-box may be marked only where the time limit under Article 1 9 has not yet expired,) 
* Where no check-box is marked, international preliminary examination will start on the basis of the international application as 
rrally filed or where a copy of amendments to the claims under Article 19 and/or amendments of the mternational 
^pp^atiL u^ 34 are received by the International Preliminary Examining Authority before it has begun to draw up 
a written opinion or the international preliminary examination report, as so amended. 



Language for the purposes of international preliminary examination: Engj»f h ^ 

Kl which is the language in which the international application was filed. 

□ which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search. 
I I which is the language of publication of the international application. 

□ which is th e language of the translation (to be) fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination. 
Box No. V ELECTION OF STATES 



The applicant hereby elects all eligible States (that is, all States which have been designated and which are bound by Chapter II of the 
\PCT) 

excluding the following States which the applicant wishes not to elect: 



Forni PCT/lPEA/401 (second sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



LegalStar 2000. Form PCTDEM ^^^^^ demand form 



Sheet No. 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 



Box No. VI CHECK LIST 



The demand is accompanied by the following elements, in the language referred to in 
Box No. IV, for the purposes of international preliminary examination: 



1 translation of international application 

2. amendments under Article 34 

3. copy (or, where required, translation) 
of amendments under Article 1 9 



4. copy (or, where required, translation) 
of statement under Article 19 



5. letter 

6. other (specify) 



sheets 
sheets 

sheets 

sheets 
sheets 
sheets 



For International Preliminary 
Examining Authority use only 

received not received 

□ 
□ 



□ 

□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



The demand is also accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 

1. 1^ fee calculation sheet 4. statement explaining lack of signature 

2. I I separate signed power of attorney 

3 I I copy of general power of attorney; 
I 1 reference number, if any: 



5 I I nucleotide and or amino acid sequence listing in 
' — * computer readable form 

other (specify): FORM PTO-2038 



Box No. VII SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE 



Next to each signature, indicate th^^me of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not 
obvious from reading the deman " 




eg. No. 35.001 



For International Preliminary Examining Authority use only ' 



1 . Date of actual receipt of DEMAND: 



2. Adjusted date of receipt of demand due 
to CORRECTIONS under Rule 60, 1 (b): 



3. I I Thedateofreceiptofthedemandis AFTER the expiration of 19 months FH 
I 1 from the priority date and item 4 or 5, below, does not apply. 



The applicant has been 
informed accordingly. 



4. I — I The date of receipt of the demand is WITHIN the period of 1 9 months from the priority date as extended by virtue of 
I 1 Rule 80.5. 



5. I — I Although the date of receipt of the demand is after the expiration of 19 months from the priority date, the delay in arrival is 
I — I EXCUSED pursuant to Rule 82. . 



For International Bureau use only 



Demand received from I PEA on: 



Form PCT/IPEA/401 (last sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



LegalStar 2000. Form PCTDEM j^^^^^ ^^^^ demand form 



REQUEST 



The undersigned requests that the present 

international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



I Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 
Foldable/Coilapsible Structures 




Reiving Office use only 



International Application No. 



International Filing Date 



Name r^f receiving Office and "PCT International Application^ 



I Applicant's or agents file reference gg Q3 pQj 

1 (if desired) (12 characters maximum) 



I'box No. II APPLICANT ^ 

ItFH Publications, Inc. 
1 One TFH Plaza. Third and Union Avenues 
Neptune City. New Jersey 07753 
I United States of America 



j I This person is also inventor. 



Telephone No. 
732-988-8400 



Facsimile No. 
732-988-5429 



Teleprinter No. 



State (that is, coimtfy) of nationality 
US 



State (that is, country) of residence: 
US 



US ■ ^ : — I — I tViA T Tnited States I — I the States indicated in 

for thf^ nurpos es of: L^ ^^^^^l === ~ ' ' 

' PiniTHER APPLICAN TCS) AND/OR (FURTHER) lNVENTO R(S)^ _ 



I Box No. in — 

IaXELROD. Glen 

1 One TFH Plaza, Third and Union Avenues 
I Neptune City, New Jersey 07753 
I United States of America 



This person is: 

j I applicant only 

[Xl applicant and inventor 

I 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
— is marked, do not fill in belo\v,) 



State (that is, country) of nationality: 
US 



State (that is, country) of residence: 
US 



for the purpo 'ies of: 1*^ ' states ■ 

Further applicants and/or (further) inventors ai^ indicated oj^^nuaUonjl^ 



5plicants ana/or vtuiui^^v "i*^'"-"- 

T^ENTORCOMi^ 
^'ntifiedTeTowish^^^^ IX] agent □ con 



j [ common representative 



Telephone No. 
603-668-1400 



Facsimile No. 
603-668-8567 



Box No. IV 

bA?ll,ToW«?HENNESSEV, GROSSMAN & HAGE 

.1175 Canal Street 
I Manchester. New Hannpshire 03101 
1 United States of America 

■ fotce above is ..^ed instead to tnd.cat. a specml address to >vh.rhcorr p See Notes .o the re<]ues7/orm 

Form PCT/RO/101 (first sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



Teleprinter No. 



. Sheet No. . . . 

FURTHER APPLICANTS AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 



I Continuation of Box No. HI ^ 

If none ofthefollo^ng sub-boxes is used^is sheet is not to be included in the request^ 



e followed by given name: for a legal entity, fall official designation I 
ejouo^veu vj. s J — - . „jj^g^ nJicated in this 



Name and address: rF-^.//^--/^^^^^^^ 

i LEEi Walter 
63 Wynnum Road 
Norman Park 
Queensland 4170 
AUSTRALIA 



This person is: 

( I applicant only 

[Xl applicant and inventor 

f~| inventor only (if this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 



State (that is. country) of nationality: 
AU 



for the purposes of: » — > i 



; purposes ^ 



This person is: 

j \ applicant only 

j I applicant and inventor 

I I inventor onlv (If this check-box 
* — ' is marked, do not fill in below,) \ 




State (that is, country) of nationality: 



— ~~ I — I 1 i«;trvi <;tflte<? ! — I the States indicated in 

I for the purposes of: I — » States | 



Nameandaddress:^^:^;:!:^ 



State (that is, country) of nationality: 



This person is: 

I j applicant only 

I I applicant and inventor 

I I inventor onlv (If this check-box 
* * is marked, do not fill in below,) 



State (that is. country) of residence: 



jThis person IS applicant \ 95?*^"^^^" 1 the United States of America I 1 otAmenca oniy 

for the purposes of: I — ' ^^^^^^ ■ I 

& This person is: 

Whe address must include pasta! code and ^{'^^"^^^^ is indicated below.) 

\box is the applicant's State (that is. country) of residence tfno State of ^ applicant only 

j I applicant and inventor 

□ inventor onlv (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below,) 



I State (that is, country) of nationality: 



State (that is, country^) of residence: 



ri^eS of: I 1 OtaieS ,^,,,,^^=—::^:=:======:====''^======^=^'^^^ 



This person 
for the purposes of: 



Q Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are im 



dicated on another continuation sheet. 



Form 



PCT/RO/101 (continuation sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



"legatstar 2000. Form PCTREQ See Notes to the request fi^nn 



RftYNo.V DESIGNATION oWTATES 



Sheet No. ...3. 



The following designations are 
Regional Patent 



hereby made under Rule 4.9(a) (mark the applicable check-boxes; at least one must be marked): 



the Harare Protocol and of the PCT 

K EA Eurasian Patent: AM 
RU Russian Federation, 



- J « ¥ o.-.:* r^^A T i^^u*-^^n*ain (~l\mr^^s DE Germany 

^„ a„u M'.. — '"-^•^^7;^rA ~it "Italy, iLU. Luxembourg 



Patent Convention and of the PCT 
K OA OAPI Patent: BF Burkina Faso. ^ Benin CF Cent_^^^^^ tefc^Tog^oTanTan;; 

desired, specif on dotted line) 



National Patent (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line): 



SI 

IS 

SI 

El 



g3 AE United Arab Emirates 

(3 AL Albania 

Kl AM Armenia 

g] AT Austria 

|g| AU Australia 

Kl AZ Azerbaijan 

g] BA Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Kl BB Barbados 

Kl BG Bulgaria 

K BR Brazil 

gl BY Belarus 

Kl CA Canada 

ta CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 

g] CN China 

g] CR Costa Rica 

[gl CU Cuba 

Kl CZ Czech Republic 

g] DE Germany 

Kl DK Denmark 

gl DM Dominica 

gl EE Estonia 

gl ES Spain 

g| FI Finland 

gl GB United Kingdom 
gl GD Grenada 

gl GE Georgia 

gl GH Ghana 

a GM Gambia 

a HR Croatia 

gl HU Hungary 

gl ID Indonesia 

gl IL Israel 

gl IN India 

gl IS Iceland 

g| JP Japan 

gl KE Kenya 

gl KG Kyrgyzstan 

gl KP Democratic People's Republic of Korea Kl 



LR Liberia 

LS Lesotho 

LT Lithuania 
LU Luxembourg 
LV Latvia 

MA Morocco 

MD Republic of Moldova 

MG Madagascar • • 

MK The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 



gl 
gl 
gl 
g 
gl 
gl 
gl 

IS 

gl 

gl 

g 

g 

g 

gl 

^ 

g 

gl 

g 

g 

g 

la 

g 

g 

g 

. Kl 
. Kl 



MN Mongolia 

MW Malawi 

MX Mexico 

NO Norway 

NZ New Zealand 

PL Poland 

PT Portugal 

RO Romania 

RU Russian Federation 

SD Sudan 
SE Sweden 
SG Singapore 

SI Slovenia 

SK Slovakia 

SL Sierra Leone 

TJ Tajikistan 

TM Turkmenistan 

TR Turkey 

TT Trinidad and Tobago 

TZ United Republic of Tanzania 

UA Ukraine ■ 

UG Uganda 

US United States of America . . 



g 



UZ 
VN 
YU 
ZA 
Z\V 



Uzbekistan 
Viet Nam 
Yugoslavia 
South Africa 
Zimbabwe 



El 



KR 
KZ 
LC 
LK 



Republic of Korea 

Kazakhstan 

Saint Lucia 
Sri Lanka 



Check-boxes reserved for designating States which have becotne 
party to the PCT after issuance of this sheet: 

□ 

□ • 



Precautionary Designation Statement: In ad^^^-^t^c?!^;?^^ 
^JcMtdToSlit 

^hat any designation which is not confirmed before the expiration of 15 months from the pnonty _ ^ _ . 



ex 



inai any ut»ig«i»i»v». — — - — , 
by the applicant at the expiration of that time Umit. 

Form PCT/RO/101 (second sheet) (January 2000) 



(Confirmaiion (including fees) must reach ihe receiving Office within the IS-momh time 
Legaistar 2000. Form PCTREQ See Notes to the request Jorm 



A- 



Box No. VI PRIORITY C 



Sheet No. 



l~lTurthcrpriority-claims are indicated in the Supplemental Box. 



Filing date 
of earlier application 
(day/month/year) 


Number 
of earlier application 


Where earlier application is: 


national application: 
country 


regional application:* 
regional Office 


international application: 
receiving Office 


item (1) 

22/02/99 
22 February 1999 


09/255,117 








item (2) 

16/06/99 
16 June 1999 


09/334.529 








item (3) 

1 1/03/99 
11 March 1999 


09/266,389 









The receiving 
of the earlier 
purposes of the^present 



miere the earlier application is an ARJPO application, it is mandator}' to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one country- party to the Paris Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property for which that earlier application was filed (Rule 4J0(b)(ii)). See Supplemental Box. 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choice of International Searching Authorit>- (ISA) 

(if mo or more International Searching Authorities are 
competent to carry out the international search, indicate the 
Authority chosen: (he two-letter code may be used): 

ISA/ us 



Request to use results of earlier search; reference to that search (if an earlier 
search has been carried out by or requested from the International Searching Authority): 
Date (day/month/year) Number Country (or regional OtTice) 

22/02/99 09/255,117 US 



Box No. VIII CHECK LIST: LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains ; This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 



the following number of sheets: 


i 


L 53 fee calculation sheet 


request : 




2. C] separate signed power of attorney 


^'description (excluding 
sequence listing part) : 


32 i 


3. [H copy of general power of attorney; reference number, if any: 

4. CH statement explaining lack of signature 


claims : 


4; 


5. □ priority document(s) identified in Box No. VI as item(s): 


abstract : 


^1 


6. n translation of international application into (language): 


drawings : 


23: 


7. 0 separate indications concerning deposited microorganism or other biological material 


sequence listing part 
of description 


i 

j 
1 


8, CD nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing in computer readable form 

9. n other (specify): 


Total number of sheets : 


64: 



Figure of the drawings which 
should accompany the abstract: 



Language of filing of the 

international application: 



English 



Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Next to each signature, indicate the name of (he person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not 
obvious from reading the request). 




. For receiving Office use only — ' 
1 . Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 


2. Drawings: 
1 [ received: 

1 1 not received: 


3. Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing the 
purported international application: 


4. Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 


5. International Searching Authority to a / 
(if two or more are competent): iorV 


6. 1 1 Transmittal of search copy delayed 
1 1 until search fee is paid. 



For International Bureau use only 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau: 



Form PCT/RO/101 (last sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



LegalStar 2000. Form PCTREQ 



See Notes to the request form 




PATENT COOPERATION TREAT 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION W 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
TFH. 99.03 PC 


i7nQ cuRTHFR AmoN See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 


International filing date (day /monthly ear) 
22 FEBRUARY 2000 


Priority date (day /month/year) 
22 FEBRUARY 1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): A 01 K 1/00 and US CL: 119/499 




Applicant 
TFH PUBLICATIONS, INC. 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted^ the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of^ \^ sheets. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority, 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 opisp^dministrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 



□ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Priority 



IV I I Lack of unity of invention 



I 


[x] 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 



Date of submission of the demand 
21 SEPTEMBER 2000 


Date of completion of this repon 
26 JUNE 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington. D C. 20231 . 

Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 C 


AujKbrized officer (^^^_^\ . 

/Hj THOMAS PRICE / 
^Telephone No. (703) 308-2694 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998)i 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



InternatSnal application No. 
PCT/USOO/04357 



1. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

1-32 



pages . 
pages , 
pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



33-36 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

. , as amended (together with any statement) under Article^l9 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-16 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



NONE 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



pages , 
pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of . 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authont>' m the language in which 
the intemalional application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. uu' 
These elements were available or fumished to this Authonty in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I [ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I [ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subseauently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
' — ' been ftjinished. 

4 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

NONE 



the description, pages_ 
the claims, Nos. 



NONE 



He] the drawings, sheets/ftg NQ^E 



5. This report has been drawn as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**/4nv replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 

Form PCT/IPE A/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



1 









Internati^al application No. 




INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


PCT/USOO/04357 




V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelt\\ inventive step or industrial applicability; 


citations and explanations supporting such statement 






\. statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


Ml 




YES 




Claims 


NONE 




NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims 


Ml 




YES 




Claims 


NONE 




NO 


Industrial Applicability (lA) 


Claims 


Ml 




"^ES 




Claims 


NONE 




NO 


2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Claims 1-11 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
coilapsible/foidabie structure which includes a pair of sidewaMs each having an upper, middle and lower section pivotaily 
attached to one another. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No, 
PCT/USOO/04357 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(7) :A 01 K 1/00 

USCL : 119/499 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

U.S. : 119/499 431 452 461 472 474 491 498 499 504 513 514 165 168 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5.014,649 A (Taft) 14 May 1991 
See the entire document. 

US 5,522,344 A (Demurjian) 4 June 1996 
See the detailed discussion 

US 5,626,098 A (Askins et al) 6 May 1997 
See the entire document. 



[ I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defming the general state of the an which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier document published on or after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than 



later document published after the tntemationat filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention caimot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the «rt 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
02 JULY 2000 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

27 JUL 2000 / 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


^^^^ officer ji;^:^!.^,^^;^^^^^ 
^^THOMAS PRICE ^ f 
Telephone No. (703) 308-2694 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998)* 



